
Saturday, May 28 
 
Proverb for the Day: “He who is slow to wrath has great understanding, but he who is impulsive 
exalts folly.” 14:29 
 
Pastor will text the passage he will be preaching from tomorrow on Friday! 
 
Items for Prayer  
 
 Dan, Amy, Joshua, Emma, and Genevieve Baker, Australia—Pray for J3’s 

salvation. 
 False teachers spreading error in the name of Christ, 1 Tim 4:1–3; 2 John 7 
 Selfless, sacrificial love for all Christians, Acts 6:1 
 Tendency to be “now” oriented rather than Christ and eternity, Matt 6:33; 2 

Tim 4:1 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Day, May 29 
 
Proverb for the Day: “A sound heart is life to the body, but envy is rottenness to the bones. 
14:30 
 
Think back on God’s truth you heard or read this past week, and how you 
could use that to minister to the saints today as the church gathers. 
 
Items for Prayer  
 
 Tom, Stephanie, Daniela, Nino, Angelo & Gabriella Boehm, Italy—Pray with 

us for the salvation of various contacts. 
 Christ-likeness at home and “work,” Col 3:18–4:1 
 Not judge by externals, Jas 2:1; 2 Cor 5:16 
 Persevering faithfulness in perilous times, Revelation 2–3; 21:7 
 

Orwell Bible Church, Daily Devotional, May 23–29, 2022 
 
 
 

Weekly Memory Verse 
 “Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God  

and into the patience of Christ.” 2 Thessalonians 3:5 
 
 
 

Hymn of the Week: O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go  
 

O Love that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in Thee; 
I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in Thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be. 
 
O Light that follow’st all my way, 
I yield my flick’ring torch to Thee; 
My heart restores its borrowed ray, 
That in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day 
May brighter, fairer be. 
 
O Joy that seekest me thro’ pain, 
I cannot close my heart to Thee; 
I trace the rainbow thro’ the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain 
That morn shall tearless be. 
 
 
 

O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from Thee; 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
And from the ground there blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be. 
 
O Faith that quickened me in death, 
I owe my inward life to Thee; 
By Thee God’s Son is mine indeed, 
And has supplied my ev’ry need 
By Blood at Calvary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the fear of the Lord (Proverbs 1:7)? 
The Fear of the Lord is a reverent faith in Jesus Christ, 

exclusively loving, obeying, and worshiping he whom I will give an account to. 
 

Use your smartphone to 
hear this hymn’s tune: 



Monday, May 23 
 
Proverb for the Day: “The crown of the wise is their riches, but the foolishness of fools is folly.” 
14:24 
 
1 Thessalonians 1 
The church in Thessalonica began during Paul’s second missionary journey (Acts 
17:1-9). He wrote this letter to them because Timothy reported someone told lies 
about him (2:1-3:13) and that the church needed instruction about several matters 
of the Christian life (4:1-5:24).  
 
It’s important to recognize that the NT letters were written because of things 
happening in the lives of those whom the letters were written to. This helps 
understand the reason why biblical authors wrote the letters (this is sometimes 
called the occasion of the letter; not once-in-a-while occasion, but what-was-happening 
occasion) and what the biblical authors’ goal or purpose in writing was.   
 
Despite the problems the Thessalonian church had, Paul thanked God for their 
Christ-like character (1:2-3), their example of steadfastness in persecution (vv. 5-7), 
and their reputation (vv. 8-10).  
 
Truths to Nail Down and Meditate On 
 
1. God’s election of some sinners to salvation in Christ can be known (vv. 3-4). 

Those whom God in eternity past chose to save (Eph 1:4) will believe in 
Christ (Acts 13:48) and show the evidence of their election by changed lives (1 
Thess 1:3, 9-10).  

2. There should be little doubt whether or not one is a Christian; a changed life 
seen by all is the best evidence of salvation (vv. 6-10). Most of the 
Thessalonian church were controlled by faith and love and possessed steadfast 
confidence in Jesus (vv. 3, 10). What do people see about your life? 

3. Salvation is received by turning from error to truth, from false religion to the 
true religion, from godless living to godly living (vv. 9-10). Idolatry (v. 9) in 
NT times was not just wrong worship; it involved gross immorality and 
godless living. True salvation is evidenced by turning from godless living and 
turning to Christ-centered living. That is what true repentance looks like! 

4. Christ’s return is the event Christians look forward to (v. 10)! This little letter 
has many references to Jesus’ return. As we will see in this and 2 
Thessalonians, the “waiting” here does not mean sitting around and doing 
nothing, but rather the exact opposite! Because Christ is coming Christians 
should “serve the living and true God.” Are you looking forward to Christ’s 
return? Eagerly waiting for him? 

 
 
 

Truths to Nail Down and Meditate On 
 
1. Truths about the end times are essential for basic Christian living and church 

life. Paul taught these things to new believers! Sadly, “end times” teaching is 
too often ridiculed, viewed as non-essential or unimportant, or is all that some 
focus on. A Christian’s “balanced diet” of Christian truth must include truth 
about the end times! 

2. Christians “quench the Spirit” (v. 19) when they don’t listen to or disobey 
God’s Word. God’s Word is the Spirit’s sword (Eph 6:17). The Holy Spirit 
works through the Word to save souls (1:5), bring joy to Christians’ hearts 
(1:6), and guide and protect believers from sin (4:8). Don’t quench the Spirit 
by a disinterested attitude or disobedient spirit! 

3. When Jesus comes God will remove every trace and effect of sin from human 
life (v. 23)! “Amen! Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev 22:20). 

 
Items for Prayer  
 
 Izaac, Kim, Ashlyn, Brenna, and Carson VanderSchel, Camp—Pray for 

preparation for the Memorial Day service on Monday 
 Always increasing Christ-likeness of Christians, Col 1:9–11; Heb 5:12–14; 2 

Pet 1:5–11 
 Governing authorities, Acts 5:29; 1 Tim 2:1–6 
 Christians’ worship, 1 Cor 14:24–25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Christ’s coming to the clouds to gather his church to himself (the “rapture”) 
can and will happen at any moment (vv. 13-18). Jesus didn’t give this truth to 
cause divisions in churches! Jesus didn’t put this in the Bible to ignore it or 
treat it as unimportant! Jesus gave this truth to encourage godly living and give 
godly comfort (v. 18). 

 
Items for Prayer  
 
 Friends In C. A.—Pray for the salvation of a man we have been studying 

Mark with. 
 Open doors, Col 4:3 
 Spirit-led, dependent, and empowered (tendency to follow our sin natures), 

Gal 5:16 
 Always content in Christ, Phil 4:11–13 
 

Friday, May 27 
 
Proverb for the Day: “In a multitude of people is a king’s honor, but in the lack of people is the 
downfall of a prince.” 14:28 
 
1 Thessalonians 5 
Paul here addresses three more problems present in the Thessalonian church: 
questions about the day of the Lord (vv. 1-11), how church officers should be 
viewed (vv. 12-13), and various Christian responsibilities the church had (vv. 14-
22). 
 
Since the beginning of their church Paul taught about “the day of the Lord,” a 
period of world-wide judgment followed by the establishment of the kingdom. 
The Thessalonians probably thought that the great persecution they experienced 
meant that the day of the Lord had come, but here Paul rules that out. That future 
time of world-wide judgment will happen suddenly when unbelievers least expect 
it (vv. 2-3). It will involve God’s judgment on unbelievers, a time of great wrath, 
which God has not appointed Christians to experience (vv. 5-10).  
 
Christians must have a loving, high regard and respect for their spiritual leaders 
who work hard among them (vv. 12-13). His admonition, “be at peace among 
yourselves” (v. 13b), shows that problems between church leaders and members 
isn’t a new thing! 
 
Last, Christians must be faithful in all the different aspects of church life (vv. 14-
22).  
 
 
 
 

Items for Prayer  
 
 Mark and Bekah Perry, Chile—Pray for God’s grace in travel and furlough 

meetings. 
 Satan and wicked spiritual forces, Mark 4:15; 2 Cor 4:4; Eph 2:2; 6:12, 18 
 Sinful hearts of the lost, Rom 3:10–18; 2 Cor 4:3–4; Eph 4:18–19 
 Our own struggles with sin, Matt 26:41; Rom 7:13–25 
 

Tuesday, May 24 
 
Proverb for the Day: “A true witness delivers souls, but a deceitful witness speaks lies.” 14:25 
 
1 Thessalonians 2 
The first big problem Paul had to address with the Thessalonian church was lies 
they were being told about himself (2:1-3:13; the lies came from Jews, 2:14-15). 
Paul didn’t answer these lies because he had a big ego or cared about what others 
thought about him, but because he was an apostle of Jesus Christ. Jesus specially 
chose the apostles to be his representatives and to give his truth through them to 
churches (Eph 2:20). So, when false believers slandered apostles, Jesus was 
slandered! 
 
Paul reminds the Thessalonians that while he was with them he didn’t seek after 
their money but supplied his own needs (2:1-5). He didn’t want great glory or act 
wrongly among them, he sacrificially gave of himself for their good (vv. 6-12). Paul 
reminded the church how they welcomed him (v. 13) and that when they received 
the gospel they joyfully suffered as Christians (vv. 14-16).  
 
Truths to Nail Down and Meditate On 
 
1. True gospel ministers have stellar, Christ-like character and conduct (vv. 1-12). 

As we saw from 1 Timothy 3:2 and Titus 1:6, they must be blameless. One 
who calls sinners to turn from wickedness and to live for the true God must 
himself have turned from sin to righteousness! 

2. The means and evidence of true conversion is receiving God’s truth (v. 13). 
“Receive” has the idea of welcoming warmly, with open arms, and believing as 
absolutely true. God’s Word is powerful, effectively working in those who 
truly believe. What is your attitude toward the Bible? When you read it or hear 
your pastor teach it, do you love it? Welcome it? Long for it? 

3. Those who oppose Jesus Christ and true religion can and often appear very 
religious (vv. 15-16). Paul would know, for before he became a Christian he 
was a zealous Jew who persecuted Jesus’ followers! Christian, don’t be 
surprised when there’s opposition to the truth (Phil 1:29; 2 Tim 3:12).  

 
 
 



Items for Prayer  
 
 Andy, Sharon, Jeff, Katie, and Trent Rupert, Calvary Baptist of Willard—Pray 

that we will be able to get our house in Painesville ready to sell and that it will 
sell quickly. 

 Boldness in the face of opposition and resistance, Acts 4:29; Eph 6:19 
 Fear of and love for Christ, 2 Cor 5:11, 14 
 Selflessness, Luke 9:23–26 
 

Wednesday, May 25 
 
Proverb for the Day: “In the fear of the LORD there is strong confidence, and His children will 
have a place of refuge.” 14:26 
 
1 Thessalonians 3 
Paul continues relating his concern for the Thessalonian church in 2:17-3:13. 
Though he wanted to see them, Satan kept him from that (2:17-20), so he sent 
Timothy to help them persevere through persecution (3:1-5). Though Paul knew 
he would be persecuted (he told the Thessalonians that would happen, vv. 3-4), as 
new believers the Thessalonians’ faith was not as strong as Paul’s. Consequently, 
through their trial of persecution Satan sought to tempt the Thessalonians to turn 
away from Christ (v. 5). 
 
Timothy returned to Paul and reported that they were doing well, which greatly 
encouraged him as he prayed constantly for them (vv. 6-13). 
 
Truths to Nail Down and Meditate On 
 
1. Christ’s coming is the anticipation and goal of Christian living (2:19). 

Christian, you cannot make final evaluations or judgments based on life in a 
sin-cursed, Christ-hating world! You must, through God’s Word, look ahead 
to when you stand before the Lord Jesus Christ at his coming! 

2. Jesus uses Christians to help Christians be stabilized and grow in the faith 
(3:1-5, 10). Every Christian has this responsibility and every Christian as part 
of the body is essential for this end. Care for your brothers and sisters by 
encouraging and exhorting them every day! 

3. Prayer is essential to life and ministry (3:11-13). Prayer is an essential means 
God has ordered through which his purposes are accomplished. This is why 
the church and faithful gospel ministers must devote themselves to prayer 
(Acts 2:42; 6:4)! The church does not fight a spiritual battle with material 
weapons (2 Cor 10:3-4) but the armor of God (Eph 6:11-20). 

 
 
 
 

Items for Prayer  
 
 Chris, Heidi, Rachel, Isaac, Susanna, Titus, and Seth Seawright, Thailand—

Pray for those who receive tracts to either read them and/or watch the videos 
that we have done. 

 We will always be “going,” Matt 28:19; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47–49; John 
20:21; Acts 1:8  

 Salvation of souls, 2 Thess 3:1 
 Faithfulness, 1 Cor 1:18 
 

Thursday, May 26 
 
Proverb for the Day: “The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, to turn one away from the 
snares of death.” 14:27 
 
1 Thessalonians 4 
Having addressed issues affecting the Thessalonians’ relationship with Paul in 
chapters 2-3, Paul now deals with several problems they had. Chapter four looks at 
three problems: sexual purity (vv. 1-8), their conduct with each other and the 
outside world (vv. 9-12), and the state of Christians who died (vv. 13-18). 
 
God’s clear will for Christians is sexual purity (vv. 1-8). Christians must be 
controlled by Jesus’ commands (vv. 1-3); this means they must control their bodies 
with honor and holiness (v. 4), not passionate lust (v. 5). Why? Because God called 
Christians to be holy, not to be impure (v. 7). 
 
Christians must love one another (vv. 9-10), working hard in their homes and at 
their jobs so their needs will be met and they will have a good testimony to 
unbelievers (vv. 11-12).  
 
Evidently some Thessalonian Christians were concerned about the eternal state of 
Christians who died before Jesus came (v. 13). They so anticipated Christ’s return 
they never thought about Christians dying before then! Paul teaches that when 
Jesus returns to the clouds Christians who died will be raised from the dead, and 
then living Christians will be “caught up” (the Latin word for this phrase is rapturo, 
so this is often called the “rapture”) with their resurrected brethren to meet the 
Lord in the air (vv. 16-17).  
 
Truths to Nail Down and Meditate On 
 
1. Jesus wants Christians to continually grow more like him by obeying his 

commands (vv. 1-2, 10). Note, Jesus is pleased when Christians obey his 
commands. That’s why Jesus gave such! It is sad that some professing 
Christians downplay “commands” and “obedience.” Jesus didn’t! To be sure, 
no one is saved because they obey, but no one is saved who doesn’t obey.  


