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8.  1 Thessalonians 
 

A.  Authorship 
 

The letter clearly says that Paul the apostle is the author (1:1; 2:18). 
 
B.  Recipients 
 

1)  The Thessalonian church was founded by Paul on his second missionary journey (see 
Acts 17:1-9). 

 

 
2)  Paul was not in Thessalonica very long—maybe only one month! This was a very 

intensive ministry for Paul. 
 

a.  Paul had just come from a brutal ministry experience in Philippi (about 100 miles 
east of Thessalonica) 

b.  He worked night and day to supply his own needs (1 Thess 2:9; 2 Thess 3:7-9) 
c.  He preached in the synagogues for three Sabbaths and taught young converts (Acts 

17:2-4) and probably ministered to Gentiles throughout the week 
d.  Unbelieving Jews were envious and caused local politicians to become worried and 

take action against Paul and his co-workers (Acts 17:5-8) 
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3)  Many pagan idol worshipers were saved during Paul’s short ministry (1 Thess 1:9-10). 
 

a.  These Gentiles lived degraded, godless lives 
b.  Their entire lives (way of thinking, habits, etc) were permeated with and controlled 

by superstition and idolatry 
c.  The idea of only one God would have been radical and new to them 
d.  They would not have been used to linking living a moral life with religion  

 
C.  Occasion and Purpose 
 

1)  Occasion – Paul received a report from Timothy about the Thessalonian church (1 
Thess 3:6)  
 
a.  The Thessalonians were being told wrong things about himself and his coworkers 

(2:1-3:13), probably by Jews 
b.  The Thessalonians needed instruction about several matters of the Christian life (4:1-

5:24)  
 

2)  Purpose – Paul defends his apostleship and gives instruction about Christian living in 
light of Christ’s return. 

 
a.  Express thanksgiving and joy of the Thessalonians faith, chapter 1 
b.  Defend his apostleship and teaching against false charges, chapters 2-3 
c.  Practical instruction for faithful Christian living while waiting for Christ, chapters 4-5 

 
D.  Characteristics 
 

1)  The major theme of this letter is the return of Jesus Christ. Every chapter has at least 
one reference to this great truth (1:3, 10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:13-18; 5:23). 

 
2)  The classic passage on the rapture of the church is found in this letter (4:13-18). 

“Rapture” is from a Latin word that translates “caught up” in 4:17. 
 
3)  The fact that Christ’s return and other end time events are so dominant in the 

Thessalonian letters shows that these were basic, fundamental doctrines that were taught 
to new believers (Acts 17:7; 1 Thess 5:1-2; 2 Thess 2:5). 
 
“To serve the living God and to wait for his Son—that is the sum and substance of the 
Christian life” (Machen, The New Testament, p. 119).  
 
See Appendix D, “The Importance of Christ’s Imminent Return to Living a Godly Life.”  
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E.  Keys 
 

1)  Theme – Living for Christ while Waiting for Christ  
 
2)  Word – coming 
 
3)  Verses – 1:9-10 

 
F.  Outline 

 

Here’s a basic outline of 1 Thessalonians — 
  

1)  Praise God, 1 
2)  Persevere in the Faith, 2-3 
3)  Be Pure and Patient, 4-5 

 
Here’s a more detailed outline of 1 Thessalonians — 
 
Greeting, 1:1 
 
1)  The Nature of the Church, 1:2-10 
 

a.  The character of the church, 1:2-3 
b.  The example of the church, 1:4-7 
c.  The reputation of the church, 1:8-10 

 
2)  Paul’s Relationship to the Church, 2:1-3:13 
 

a.  His behavior in the church, 2:1-12 
b.  His reception by the church, 2:13-16 
c.  His concern for the church, 2:17-3:10 
d.  His prayer for the church, 3:11-13  

 
3)  The Problems of the Church, 4:1-5:22 
 

a.  Sexual purity, 4:1-8 
b.  Social conduct, 4:9-12 
c.  State of the Christian dead, 4:13-18 
d.  Times and seasons, 5:1-11 
e.  Church officers, 5:12-13 
f.  Church responsibilities, 5:14-22 

 
Conclusion, 5:23-28 
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9.  2 Thessalonians 
 

B.  Authorship 
 
The letter clearly says that Paul the apostle is the author (1:1; 3:17). 

 
C.  Recipients – see 1 Thessalonians  

 
Paul wrote this second letter to the Thessalonians maybe a month or two after the first. 
 

D.  Occasion and Purpose 
 

1)  Occasion – Paul received another report about the Thessalonians that caused concern: 
 
a.  The Thessalonians were experiencing severe persecution (1:1-12) 
b.  The Thessalonians received a letter falsely said to be written by Paul saying that the 

Day of the Lord had come (2:1-17) 
c.  Some of the Thessalonians weren’t working (3:6-18) 
 

2)  Purpose – Paul encourages the Thessalonians and corrects some problems they had 
 

a.  Encouragement in the midst of persecution, chapter 1 
b.  Clarification of events surrounding the Day of the Lord, chapter 2 
c.  Exhortation concerning proper Christian conduct, chapter 3 

 
E.  Characteristics & Clarifications 
 

1)  Note what the Thessalonians were having difficulty with in 2:1-15 
 

a.  They were afraid that the persecutions they were experiencing were proof that the 
Day of the Lord had come (God’s judgment and blessing on the world [including 
the Tribulation and Millennial Kingdom]) 

 
b.  They had been taught that they would be delivered from this judgment— 

 

• They would meet Christ in the air and be forever with Him, 1 Thess 4:16-18 

• Then the Day of the Lord would come, 1 Thess 5:2-3 

• They had the promise of being delivered from this great judgment, 1 Thess 5:9 
 

c.  Here Paul teaches the Thessalonians that— 
 

• Before the Day of the Lord they would be gathered together to Christ, 2:1 (cf. 1 
Thess 4:16-18).  
See Appendix E, “Biblical Basis for the Pretribulational Rapture of the Church.” 
 

• The “Restrainer” (the Holy Spirit in the church) of the “mystery of lawlessness” 
(the Antichrist) would be removed when they were gathered to Christ, 2:6-7 
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• Then Antichrist would be revealed, beginning the Day of the Lord, 2:3-4, 8-10. 
See Appendix F, “The Antichrist” 
 

• God’s judgment would fall upon all who follow the Antichrist, 2:11-12 
 

• The Thessalonians are to remember that their salvation through the gospel 
enables them to look forward to Christ’s return, not dreading it, 2:13-15 (cf. 1:9-10) 

 
2)  “Traditions” (2:15; 3:6) refers to Paul’s teachings, whether oral or written. They were not 

man-made but authoritative truths from God (1 Thess 2:13; 4:2, 8; 5:27; 2 Thess 3:14). 
Therefore, to disobey Paul’s teaching was to disobey God. 

 
F.  Keys 
 

1)  Theme – The Christian and the Day of the Lord 
 
2)  Phrase– Day of the Lord 
 
3)  Verses – 2:1-2 

 
G.  Outline 

 

Here’s a basic outline of 2 Thessalonians — 
  

1)  Comfort, 1 
2)  Correction, 2 
3)  Confrontation, 3 

 
Here’s a more detailed outline of 2 Thessalonians — 
 
Greeting, 1:1-2 
1)  The Thessalonians and Persecution, 1:3-12 

a.  Paul’s thanksgiving, 1:3-5 
b.  Paul’s encouragement, 1:6-12 

2)  The Thessalonians and Christ’s Return, 2:1-3:5 
a.  He quiets their anxieties, 2:1-2 
b.  He explains the apostasy, 2:3-12 
c.  He encourages them to steadfastness, 2:13-17 
d.  He exhorts them to prayer, 3:1-5 

3)  The Thessalonians and Discipline, 3:6-15 
a.  His example, 3:6-9 
b.  His command, 3:10-15 

Conclusion, 3:16-18 
 
 


